
Fifteen years ago, in a war-torn place in Africa, 
one man began to translate Scripture into the 
dialect of a Muslim people group who had no 
access to God’s Word. As he worked tirelessly 
on the project, he began to grow disheartened 
because there were no believers to help with 
the distribution of Scripture.

Ten years later, some believers came to work 
with that people group. The translator, filled 
with hope, raced to get the first book, Luke, 
into the believers’ hands. As people read the 
Word, God gave them dreams of Truth.

One woman had a dream about a beautiful place with no sin, sadness, or poverty, where the door was guarded by a Man 
who only let people enter if their names were written in His book. She described it as the most beautiful place she had ever 
been and said it was lit up by a great Light that was not the sun. 

Now, work is being done to finish the translation project and provide an audio version to reach those who cannot read. 
Pray for the completion of the work, and ask God to protect the integrity of His Word. Pray that future generations of this 
people group will grow up hearing and believing.
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“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into 
judgment, but has passed from death to life” (John 5:24, ESV). There are hundreds of Northern African people groups, 
millions of individuals, living without access to the Word of God in their heart languages. Without written Scripture, gospel 
resources, or oral Bible stories, how will they hear?



some, these are the only Scriptures in 
their language. Pray that all who hear 
the stories will believe.

5 RUMELIAN TURKS OF THE BALKANS. 
A couple travels each week to do 

an English program in “K Village.” Pray 
that Jesus will be seen in their lives and 
in their work style. Ask God to provide 
opportunities to share the gospel.

6 ICELANDERS OF ICELAND. 
Praise God for new believers in 

Reykjavik’s Loftstofan Baptist Church! 
Pray for their spiritual growth, and ask 
that other members will have a heart 
to come alongside and disciple them.

7 NORTHERN AFRICAN AND MIDDLE 
EASTERN PEOPLES. In the days 

before she had three children, 20-year-
old Hawa* wished to go to school. 
Though the Bible is available in her 
language, she is unable to read it. 
Ask God to make His Word available 
to those in North Africa who are 
nonliterate.

8 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. Recently, 
there have been several instances 

of violence against pastors and 
churches in southern India. These 
believers were beaten and Bibles were 
burned. Pray for courage and boldness 
and perseverance.

9 PEOPLES OF THE NORTHERN 
MOUNTAINS OF LAOS. Doors are 

opening to northern Laos through 
business and tourism. Ask the Lord to 
bring travelers who know Him and who 
want to make His name known among 
the nations.

10 NORTHERN AFRICAN AND 
MIDDLE EASTERN PEOPLES. 

Ahmed* happened upon a copy 
of the Bible after he left his people’s 
nomadic lifestyle to attend school in a 
city. The Bible is written in the national 
language, which Ahmed struggles to 
understand. Ask God to connect him 
with a believer who speaks his heart 
language.

11 DEAF PEOPLES. Three new 
workers recently arrived in two 

different countries to serve among the 
Deaf. Pray for a smooth adjustment to 
their new cultures, and ask that they 
will quickly form relationships with the 
Deaf people they meet.

12 AMERICAN PEOPLES. Thirteen of 
the world’s 100 most populous 

cities are located in the Americas. 
Ask God to provide opportunities for 
members of unreached people groups 
to encounter the gospel in cities.

13 NORTHERN AFRICAN AND 
MIDDLE EASTERN PEOPLES. 

Living inside a North African border 
that is closed to messengers of the 
Good News, a group of seekers listens 
expectantly to an evening radio 
broadcast. Hearing the Truth, some 
draw closer to belief. Pray for their 
salvation.

14 HAUSA OF WEST AFRICA. 
Hausa believers are scattered 

throughout Niger and northern Nigeria. 
Many face persecution, hardships, and 
general isolation from the people in 
their Islamic communities. Ask God to 
strengthen and encourage them and 
to provide for their physical needs.

How then will they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they 
to hear without someone preaching? 
(Romans 10:14, ESV)

1 NORTHERN AFRICAN AND MIDDLE 
EASTERN PEOPLES. Pray for church 

leaders from a Muslim people group as 
they craft Bible stories. Ask God to lead 
them to choose words that will capture 
the hearts of their people without 
compromising the truth.

2 LOMWE OF MALAWI AND 
MOZAMBIQUE. In areas of coastal 

Mozambique where the Bible has 
never before been taught, there is a 
constant struggle to maintain sound 
doctrine. Pray that believers will 
confidently cling to the Word of God 
as the final authority for their life.

3 PEOPLE OF TAIWAN. God has been 
breathing new life into many 

churches in Taiwan! Pray that revival 
will break out throughout the country 
and reach even the most remote 
island.

4 NORTHERN AFRICAN AND MIDDLE 
EASTERN PEOPLES. Thirty-five stories, 

from Creation to Jesus, have been 
crafted over a period of two years. For 



15 PEOPLE OF SUNSHINE CITIES, 
CHINA. A group of mothers 

is meeting twice each month for 
encouragement and spiritual growth. 
Pray that they will also reach out to 
unbelievers and that the testimony 
of these Christian families will shine 
brightly into other homes.

16 NORTHERN AFRICAN AND 
MIDDLE EASTERN PEOPLES. 

Groups of believers meet regularly for 
worship. Having no access to the Bible, 
they share what Scriptures they have 
been taught, eagerly waiting for more. 
Pray that they will soon have the full 
Bible to study.

17 TURKS OF EUROPE. Ask God to 
provide Turkish language helpers 

for workers serving in Germany and the 
Netherlands. Pray that God will help 
workers to function successfully and 
clearly in the two languages needed in 
each area where they serve.

18 NORWEGIANS OF NORWAY. 
Steve* and Rachel* are local 

partners planting a church in a 
growing town. The parents of two 
children under 3 years of age, they are 
also bi-vocational. Pray for them to 
have wisdom as they seek to balance 
work, family, and ministry.

19 NORTHERN AFRICAN AND 
MIDDLE EASTERN PEOPLES. The 

Wanderers* of the desert have no Bible 
in their dialect. One man worked on an 
oral translation of key stories for years 
but retired before finishing. Ask God to 
call out others to complete this project.

20 PEOPLES OF WEST BENGAL, 
INDIA. Leaders’ wives are often 

overlooked in the discipleship process. 
Pray that the women will be unified 
and encourage one another to grow in 
their walk with the Father.

21 BANGKOK, THAILAND. The 
Bangkok City Team is teaching 

English classes at a local center. Pray 
for attendees as they are exposed to 
the Christian worldview. Ask God to 
open their hearts to the gospel.

22 NORTHERN AFRICAN AND 
MIDDLE EASTERN PEOPLES. The 

Gypsies have no access to Scripture 
in their heart language. Pray for 
the translation of Scripture and the 
development of gospel resources.

23 DEAF PEOPLES. Praise God for 
growing a small Deaf church 

plant in West Africa! Pray that they 
will share with other Deaf as they 
learn Bible stories. Ask God to raise up 
leaders for the church plant.

24 AMERICAN PEOPLES. Of the 
1,003 people groups found 

in the Americas, 178 have yet to be 
engaged with the gospel. Ask God to 
send laborers to those with no gospel 
witness.

25 NORTHERN AFRICAN AND 
MIDDLE EASTERN PEOPLES. 

Translators have persevered, and the 
JESUS film is now available in the Beles* 
language. Ask God to open the hearts 
of those who view the film.

26 NYUNGWE OF MOZAMBIQUE. 
There are four Nyungwe 

Baptist churches in the city of Tete, 
Mozambique. Pray for church leaders 
as they seek the Lord and work 
together on a plan for reaching the 
city with the gospel.

27 JAPAN. With a population of 
more than 1 million and a large 

number of universities, Sendai City is 
also known as “Academic City.” Pray 
for the salvation of its people.

28 NORTHERN AFRICAN AND 
MIDDLE EASTERN PEOPLES. 

Religious leader Abraham* read the 
Bible and became a believer. Now, he 
and others are recording Bible stories 
in the language of his people, many of 
whom cannot read. Pray that many will 
hear the stories and believe.

29 UIGHURS OF NORTHWEST CHINA. 
Pray for 20 UIghurs who have 

newly discovered the scriptures in their 
heart language, asking that they will 
take root in their hearts and bear the 
fruit of repentance and faith.

30 FRENCH NATIONALS OF 
FRANCE. Praise God that a 

little church in south-central France 
has grown so much that it has divided 
into two churches! Pray that both 
congregations will continue focusing 
outwardly to reach their lost friends 
and neighbors.
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A Holy Book
Growing up in a countryside cluster of homes, 
Timothy* heard stories of his great-great-
grandfather sacrificing to a demon to save 
his great-grandfather. Throughout the years, 
Timothy participated in annual feasts in which 
cows, sheep, and goats were sacrificed.

One day, Timothy encountered a former 
religious leader whose life had been changed 
by a holy book, the Bible. This man shared with 
him about Jesus and how He is more powerful 
than demons. He shared the way to salvation 
through Jesus alone, and Timothy believed.

Today, Timothy and the man are working with other believers to translate a Bible story set into their heart language. 
Timothy’s greatest desire is that his family would come to faith in Jesus. He believes that crafting and sharing these stories is 
the only way they will have a chance to repent and believe. Pray that it will be so.
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For more information about
Northern African and Middle Eastern peoples,

visit imb.org/north-africa-middle-east.

*Names changed


